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2018 Board PASSING THE TREASURE ALONG

Nancy Webster “...if you receive a gift, you keep it alive not by clinging to it but by passing it along.”
— Parker J. Palmer, Let Your Life Speak (2000)

President
Karen Horrell Blue Skies. Blue Water. Green trees. Yellow sunshine and daffodils. Looking much like the Conservancy logo,
spring is in full view at Clear Lake! Friends and neighbors are trickling back from warm climates, hometowns
and city life to begin the summer of 2018. Welcome back, Conservancy friends!

Vice President

Bruce Matasick
Secretary Kasota Island Nature Preserve has a different look for the summer of 2018 as we finish Phase 2 of this long-
term project and set the stage for maintaining this treasured place for

years to come. Here’s what you’ll find, along with signage (pictured below). Te m p orar y
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Help Us Protect This Beautiful Space!

2018 Staff ) .

You'll also notice less brush and a more
Bridget Harrison open look on the island. This allows more natural light for the native trees and plants carefully planted
throughout the Preserve. The native plants will be easier to maintain and to support the birds and insects that
share the Nature Preserve with us. Don’t worry—the eagles should still visit the tall trees to scout good fishing
opportunities! Phase 3, protection along the east shore, starts this Fall.

Executive Director

We are excited about other positive changes with the Conservancy for the summer of 2018. The Education
Committee is fully formed and scheduling many opportunities for all of us to learn more about our natural
environment. This summer will feature sessions on aquatic invasive plants, light pollution, trail building with
the Fremont Middle School and a brand new curriculum for the Knee-high Naturalists in July.

Contact: Mark your calendars for the Conservancy Annual Meeting on July 27 to learn more about current and planned
Office (260) 316-1397 projects. The website has a list of all Conservancy Committees, Committee members and Committee charters.
We encourage you to get involved with areas of interest to you. We can do even more to achieve the Conserv-
ancy’s mission with more hands, expertise and brainpower.

clearlakeconservancy.org
info@clearlakeconservancy.org
As the quote above illustrates, we are truly fortunate with the natural gifts here in Clear Lake Township.
Together we can pass these gifts along to future generations by being active stewards of the natural beauty
and clear water. Financial support is always needed and welcomed. An envelope is enclosed for your gift.
Enjoy our collective investment by visiting each of the Conservancy Properties this summer.

Nancy Webster, President
Bridget Harrison, Executive Director

The mission of the Clear Lake Twp. Land Conservancy is to preserve, protect, and

manage the natural environment within the watershed and township for future generations.


https://clearlakeconservancy.org/
https://clearlakeconservancy.org/properties

Natural Area Preservation - Returning Clear Lake Nature Preserve to Prairie

At 45 acres, the Clear Lake Nature Preserve & Brennan Woods (CLNP) has the most diverse environment among the Conserv-
ancy’s sixteen properties. Since 2017, CLNP has resembled a battle zone! Here’s an update on our long-term goal for this
beautiful property and an update on how we are getting there.

The vision is to return CLNP to its original states as open oak woodlands, an oak savanna, a prairie, wetlands and a fen. At the
conclusion of the project, these diverse areas will be connected with almost two miles of hiking trails.

The open oak woodlands phase began in 2014 by removing non-native plants, trees and underbrush. These steps allow oak
seedlings room and light to grow and thrive. Many native, but not desirable in an open oak woodland, hardwood trees were

harvested, generating funds for the Conservancy. The prairie and oak savanna phase also began by removing trees and brush.
Next, a prescribed burn was completed in 2017 on both areas to aid in the control of invasive and understory growth and to
assist with oak tree regeneration. The prairie and oak savanna section of CLNP was herbicided and will be seeded this year.

These steps left fallen trees and tree tops littering the CLNP, waiting for clean-up and eventually another prescribed burn. On

April 28, an army of volunteers cut brush, stacked logs and organized wood so it can be chipped and used for making trails in

Brennan Woods starting this month with the Fremont 8th Grade Science class

and into this summer. Many hands made great progress (pictured below)!

There’s more to accomplish, but we
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Water Quality & Environmental Education

In 2013 the Conservancy, with support from the Lake & River Enhancement grant
program, completed an Aquatic Vegetation Management Plan on Clear and Round
Lake. The study identified the presence and location of varying aquatic plants.
Aquatic plants have many advantages and disadvantages in a freshwater lake. They
serve as food sources and protective environments for macroinvertebrates, fish and
waterfowl. They put oxygen into water, great for fish and macroinvertebrates, and
provide long-term storage of nutrients that can otherwise create nuisance levels of
certain algae.

As with most things, balance is the key—which aquatics and how many of them—
with natives generally favored over non-natives.

Can you identify these aquatic plants, pictured to the right? Would you be able to
report aquatic invasive plants to the Conservancy to support monitoring efforts?
The Education Committee invites you to join us on Sunday, August 5™ at 1:30 pm at
Town Hall for a presentation from Scott Banfield of Aquatic Enhancement & Survey.
We'll spend an hour inside and then take boats out for hands-on learning! Call or
email the office to reserve your spot! Light refreshments will be provided.
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A few of our upcoming events!

Additional events and details will be included in our next issue and online.

Volunteer Training Opportunity for Hoosier Riverwatch testing -
Friday, June 8”’, 9 am - 4 pm at CL Town Hall. RSVP required. Call or email our office.

Knee-high Naturalist program -

Gone Fishin’!: 10-11:30 am on Friday, July 6™ at the CL Marina

*Farm Tour: 10 - 11:30 am on Friday, July 13" at Moody & Crew Farm - 3285 N 650 E; Fremont.
Buzzing Bees: 10 - 11:30 am on Friday, July 20" at the Yacht Club

Animal Tracks & Scat: 10 - 11:30 am on Friday, 27" at the Yacht Club

*Please RSVP for this session. Call or email our office.

Our Annual Meeting -
Friday, July 27, 4 pm at CL Town Hall

Aquatic Plant ID Workshop -
Sunday, August 5", 1:30pm - 3:30pm at CL Town Hall
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Clear Lake Township Land Conservancy
111 Gecowets Drive - Clear Lake
Fremont, Indiana 46737

Clear Lake Visitors

Shore of Clear Lake in early April. Send us photos of your bird sightings!
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Many birds visit Clear Lake throughout the year. A group of migrating Bufflehead Ducks was seen on the West
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