
Partnered with a local donor to reinforce 600 FEET 
OF GLACIAL STONE SHORELINE AT KASOTA ISLAND for 
improved erosion protection. 

 

 
Grew the Conservancy’s Forever Fund Endowment 
fund held at Vanguard by 61% in 2025, through  
generous donor contributions and interest earnings. 

Proudly represented Clear Lake at gatherings  
hosted by the Indiana Land Protection Alliance, 
Indiana Lakes Management Society, Steuben County 
Soil and Water Conservation District, and Land  
Trust Alliance. 

 
Grew the CONSERVANCY SUSTAINERS program with  
generous support from 13 FAMILIES who donate 
monthly to help provide steady, year-round funding 
for Conservancy operations. 

Hosted our annual RUN DAY, FUN DAY fundraiser with 
192 runners participating in a 10K, 5K, or 1-mile 
walk/run and over 50 youth participating in Fun Day 
activities. With representation from 28 sponsors, 
$43,000 was raised to support the ongoing work of  
the Conservancy. 

Began a 5-year restoration plan at Borton Wetlands 
for improved ecosystem health, wildlife habitat,  
and soil quality. 
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Engaged 1063 COMMUNITY MEMBERS through  
educational and outreach programs, including  
4 sessions of Knee-High Naturalists, Run Day Fun Day 
in July, IN Wild Engagement in August, Steuben  
County’s 4th Grade Conservation Field Day, Starry 
Nights in September, and various guided hikes and 
public meetings throughout the year.  

 
 
 
Invested over 2,000 VOLUNTEER HOURS to support 
water quality testing, invasive plant removal, trail 
maintenance, land stewardship and outreach 
events from 14 Board members, 33 committee 
members and 77 community supporters. 

Gathered water  
quality data with  
the WATERSHED  
DIAGNOSTIC STUDY, 
including full-scale 
data collection 
in two major inlet 
ditches, one major 
outlet at Round 
Lake, and multiple 

locations within Clear Lake to understand nutrient 
capacity, sediment movement, and oxygen  
concentrations throughout the changing seasons. 

Continued the preservation and stewardship of  
19 properties, including the acquisition of 0.25  
additional acres of wetland in the Homestead 
Beach addition, now totaling 145 ACRES OF LAND in 
the Clear Lake Township, PROTECTED FOREVER. 

GUIDED 3 COMMUNITY  
HIKES to inspire  
personal connections 
with our natural  
environment and 
show seasonal  
changes in  
preserved  
ecosystems.  

Surveyed the AQUATIC VEGETATION COMMUNITY in  
Clear and Round Lakes and treated invasive  
Eurasian Watermilfoil.

Utilized the final disbursement of our $59,000 grant 
from the MIDWEST GLACIAL LAKES PARTNERSHIP and  
U.S. FISH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE for our Watershed  
Diagnostic Study improving water quality and  
monitoring fish habitat conditions. 

Received gifts & donations from 295 CONTRIBUTORS 
with generous responses to Run Day, Fun Day, Year 
End Giving, and our new Earth Day Match  
Challenge! THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT! 
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RECEIVED GIFTS AND DONATIONS FROM 268 CONTRIBUTORS WITH GENEROUS RESPONSES TO YEAR END GIVING, “GIVING TUESDAY”, 
AND RUN DAY, FUN DAY, SHOWING COMMUNITY GIVING OF AROUND 30% OF OUR WORK.  THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT!

Received continued support from our $59,000 grant 
from the MIDWEST GLACIAL LAKES PARTNERSHIP and 
U.S. FISH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE for our Watershed 
Diagnostic Study for improving water quality and 
monitoring fish habitat conditions. 

Opened a new pollinator and wildflower trail through 
the Clear Lake Nature Preserve to create a nearly 
2-mile trail through Brennan Woods and the prairie.

Invested over 2,570 VOLUNTEER HOURS to support 
water quality testing, invasive plant removal, trail 
maintenance, land stewardship and fundraising 
support from 14 Board members, 30 committee 
members and 85 community supporters.

Supported 5 residential shoreline projects with 
a 25% cost share from the Land Trust Alliance 
$4,000 grant to install glacial stone seawalls that 
absorb wave energy, reduce erosion, and protect 
sensitive habitats.

Proudly represented Clear Lake at gatherings hosted 
by the Indiana Land Protection Alliance, Indiana 
Lakes Management Society, Steuben County Soil and 
Water Conservation District, and Land Trust Alliance.

Expanded the LEGACY SOCIETY TO 17 MEMBERS that 
have shared their intentions of a future planned gift 
and finished the Legacy Society Bequest Challenge 
with $17,000 in unrestricted support from a generous 
anonymous donor. 

Continued the preservation and stewardship of 19 
properties, including the acquisition of 45 additional 
acres at South Bridge Preserve and Waterfield 
Preserve to total 145 ACRES OF LAND in the Clear Lake 
Township, PROTECTED FOREVER.

Surveyed the AQUATIC VEGETATION COMMUNITY 
in Clear and Round Lakes and treated invasive 
Eurasian Watermilfoil.

Grew the six-year old endowment fund, named 
the FOREVER FUND, held at Vanguard by 46% 
in 2024, through generous donor contributions 
and interest earnings.

Engaged 902 COMMUNITY MEMBERS through 
educational and outreach programs, including 4 
sessions of Knee-High Naturalists and Run Day, 
Fun Day in July, Soarin’ Hawk’s Raptors of Indiana 
in August, the Soil and Water Conservation District 
Conservation Field Day for Steuben County Fourth 
Graders in September, and various guided hikes and 
public meetings throughout the year. 

Hosted our annual RUN DAY, FUN DAY fundraiser with 
192 runners participating in a 10K, 5K, or 1-mile 
walk/run and over 50 youth participating in Fun Day 
activities. With representation from 26 sponsors, 
$43,600 was raised to support the ongoing work of 
the Conservancy. 

Gathered water quality data with the WATERSHED 
DIAGNOSTIC STUDY, including full-scale data 
collection in two major inlet ditches, one major 
outlet at Round Lake, and multiple locations within 
Clear Lake to understand nutrient capacity, sediment 
movement, and oxygen concentrations throughout 
the changing seasons.

2024 REPORT

The Conservancy is driven by 
a collective community goal: to 
preserve, protect, and manage 
the natural environment within
the Clear Lake watershed and 
township for future generations. 
It is through the collaboration and support of our 
generous community and partners that we can carry 
out this mission. Our gratitude is overflowing as we 
reflect on all that we have accomplished this past year. 
Together, we are proud to report that throughout 2024, 
the Conservancy and our supporters… 

Continued the CONSERVANCY SUSTAINERS program 
with generous support from 12 FAMILIES who donate 
monthly, providing steady, year-round support for 
Conservancy operations. 
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PROTECTING  
19 PRESERVES  

AND OVER  
145 ACRES OF  

THE CLEAR LAKE 
TOWNSHIP

The CLEAR LAKE TOWNSHIP LAND  
CONSERVANCY is proud to share the  
accomplishments and progress of 2025 
made possible by the support of our donors 
and partners. 

Through land conservation, water quality  
enhancement, and environmental education,  
our community’s capacity to preserve and  
protect this environment continues to  
grow. Together, we are proud to report that 
throughout 2025, the Conservancy and  
our supporters… 



THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT!
SOARING  
EAGLE 
$10,000+

Anonymous (3)

Andy and Pam Brooks

Susie Compo

The Chicago Community 
Foundation on behalf of 
Judy and Bill Greffin

The Hanna Family

Jack and Karen Horrell*

Jill Waterfield-Meyer

Richard D. Waterfield

Barb Wenger

TRAIL  
BLAZER 
$5,000-$9,999

Susanne Cusick* with 
employer match from 
AbbVie

C.J. Getz and Laura 
Szynal

Jim and Jody Horein 
with employer match 
from Lincoln Financial 
Foundation

Sheila Jellison

Susan Kramer

Tim and LuAnn McArdle*

Gerald M. and Carole A. 
Miller Family  
Foundation

Fritz and Ellen  
Poffenberger

Jim and Annie Skinner

Barbara Spangler

Nancy and Bob  
Webster*

STAR GAZER 
$1,000-$4,999

Anonymous Donor

Scott Banfield and  
Beth Schroeder of 
Aquatic Enhancement  
& Survey, Inc.

Terry and Rita Brown 
Family

Mrs. Joseph &  
Charlotte Campbell,  
Ms. Charlotte F.  
Campbell

Clear Lake  
Association

Alex and Susan  
Connett*

Peter and Anna (Sorg) 
Cozzone

Bill and Jo Ellen  
Culbertson

The Troy Foundation  
on behalf of Cass and 
Jane Cullis

Karen and Steve  
DeVenney

Ann and Dick DeWert

Donald and Brook 
Dresser

Scott and Margaret 
Ekroth

Greater Toledo  
Community  
Foundation on behalf  
of Ken Fankhauser

Nancy Fenton and Rich 
Karlsson

Kris Gartner

Bill and Chris Geiger

Mark and Mary Kay 
Hagerman

JB Worx

Tyson and Jodie  
Johnston

Bill and Carol Koester

Chad and Hope Korte

Lawrence Building 
Corporation

Lupke Family  
Foundation

Bruce and Jan Matasick

Philip and Suzanne 
McHugh

Gerald and Carole 
Miller

Julie Monson and Gary 
Thompson

Terry and Koggy  
Newcomb*

Doug Mulvaney and 
Jennifer Nielsen*

John and Karen  
Rademaker

Dr. and Mrs. Todd 
Rumsey

Ben and Amy Russert

Jim and Karen Schmidt

Kathy and Drent Shields

The Steuben County 
Community Foundation 
on behalf of an  
Anonymous Donor

Matt and Claire Timmer

Tom and Wendy Voigt

Tim and Lori Wagner

Julie Waterfield

Wendorf Family

John Wilhelm

Randy and Liza Wilhelm

Marty and Julie  
Zachrich

LAND LOVER 
$500-$999

Mary Ann Barth

David A. Bauerle

Greg and Paula Bosler

The Bushey Family

Cameron Health

Gary and Cheri Cooper

Mike and Sara Craig

Joann Cutshall

Kristin and Stephen 
DeMello

Char and Rob Ekroth

Neil and Marcia  
Federspiel

Debra Hench

Barbara Hendrick 
and Craig Walker of 
Coldwell Banker Roth 
Wehrly Graber

Dessa Hix of  
International Sprout 
Holdings, Inc.

ILM Environments

The Kramer Family at 
Willow Hollow*

The Mark S. Kramer 
Family

John and Lisa Lumpe

Beth and John Lundy

Biz and Jim Martella

Robert McMaster

Bruce Moody

Linda and Eric Partee

Bill and Kim Pepple*

Tom and Erin Poiry

Alison Rhinehart

Matt Russert and Kim 
Archer

The Salsbery Family

George and Kathy 
Schenkel

Defiance Area  
Foundation on behalf 
of Doug & Jennifer 
Shindler and Drew & 
Brooke Shindler

Greg Spangler

Nate Lauer  
State Farm

Jerry and Melinda 
Sweeten of Ecosystems 
Connections Institute, 
LLC

Warren and Janet Ward

Amy Jo Young and  
Scott Yuengling

Peg Zeis

WATER  
WARRIOR 
$250-$499

Anonymous (2)

Paul and Sharon 
Abendroth

Ace Pest Control

Mike and Julie Barth

Jean and Steve Bernard

Alan and Emma Brown

Michael and Cecily 
Chandler

Susan Federspiel 
Chase

Mike and Jill Clem

Gary and Cheri Darling

Clarissa (Chris) 
Downey

Sally Eckrich

Brenda and Bert Elliott

Brian Etchen of Etchen 
Lawnscape LLC

Clif and Judy Fenton

Franz Nursery Inc.

Mike and Pat Franz

Tony and Tracey 
Gericke

Betina Grandey

Jeff Hagerman and 
Amanda Miller

Harold and Cheryl Hahr

Bill and Marie Hanna

Julianne Hipskind

Patricia Kramer 
Holland

Deanna Horrell

Nathan and Nicole 
Kendrick

Alan and Sue Korte

Rory and Amy Kramer

John and Marcia 
Laukhuf

Marilyn and Tom 
Lindenberg

Ludgate Family

Diane McArdle

Terry Melton

Jon Moss

Cat and Jim Nevin

Deborah and Erik Oiler

Tom and Jenny Parker*

Andy Parkison

Steve and Annemarie 
Rhinehart

The Rippes

Matt Rippe

Cole and Gemma 
Russert

Rick Schoen

Gordon and Paula 
Stemen

Bryon and Inga  
Stephens

Kevin and Sherri 
Valentine

Peggy and Brian White

Amy and Vic Wirtz of 
Family & Business 
Success LLC

Christine and Tim 
Ziegler

NATURALIST 
$100-$249

Anonymous

Brian and Stacey 
Adams

Kathy and David  
Alpeter

Balser Family

Jeff Bankey

John and Sarah Banks

David and Melodye 
Barron

Caroline Barth

Norb and Judy Bauman

Carol Berning Family

Don Bieberich

Catherine Nicolaides 
Billings

Ellen Bisson

Sarah and Bill Bolger

Jennifer Bouchard

Nancy Brennan

Richard and Nedine 
Buchhop

Jeff and Anne Compo

Terry and Melodie 
Cornelius

Derold and Nancy 
Covell

Jerry Crawford

John and Kathy  
D’Ettorre

Steve and Lori Datkun

Zach Dean*

Diana Dickes

Walter and Karen 
Dickes

Dan and Pam Disser

Pete and Jenny Disser

Bill and Nancy Doyle

Katie Eckrich

Marty and Jean  
Erlenbaugh

Andy and Jacquie 
Fitzenrider

Mary Jo Fitzenrider

John and Linda Fix

Mary Lee and Jerry 
Gecowets

Kevin and Deb Gerbers

Debbie Gillespie

Jamie and Kathy Greiwe

Bridget Harrison and 
Dave Drogos

Hazenhurst Shores 
Condominiums

Kim and Melanie 
Henkener

Vicki and Bob Hill

Tom and Sheila Hogan

Dee Howarth

Tracy and Chris Hughes

Lindsay and Craig 
Huntermark

Matthew and Kierstin 
Joost

Kevin and Angela Kane

Margaret Keck

Cindy and Steve King

Mr. and Mrs. Denis L. 
Koehlinger

Warner Kugler

Joe and Evie Kuhn

Jeffrey and Julie Lauf

J Lowry Family

Janie and Mark Maley

Rick and Dorian Maples

Bob and Beth Martin

Bridget McArdle and 
Matt Place

Devon and Trey 
McArdle

Mary McCue

Chuck and Glenda 
McDonnell

Tim and Ann Miller

Matt and Lisa Momper

Griffith and Nicola 
Mosier

Joe and Sue O’Neil

Christopher Parke

David and Kirstin 
Reeves

Fran Rehm

Pam and Tom Reith

Joan and Jerry Rippe

Bree and Ralph Rolon, 
Brandon Wood

Joe and Kathy Schenkel

Laurie and Ron Sellers

Jeanne Shipp

Mike and Jen Short

Elizabeth Siferd and 
Randy Dodge

Julia and John Starner

Claudia Sundberg

Mark and Josie  
Sweeney

Robin and Walt  
Sweeney

John Szalanski

Kevin and Mary Tonne

Judy Troll

Waden Family

Lynn Wehrenberg

Greg and Karen 
Williams

Polly Winzeler

Debbie Wymer

Maria Zeman

Brian and Amy Zientek

Up to $99

Anonymous

Joyce Augspurger

Judge James W.  
Bachman

Julie Barth and Don 
Fleetwood

Beached Boys LLC

Brian Bernard

Dwight and Carol Lu 
Bieberich

Bok Family Partnership

Danna Breeden and 
Michael Nichols

Jeanne Coffman

Mike Coughlin

Joyce J. Crowl

The Drewek Family

Lori Ethridge

Jon Fankhauser

Judy Gladieux

Marilyn Goodwin

Bella Hanna

Mike Henfling

Dave and Peggy Herb

Pat and Katie Heublein

Kevin Hipskind

The Lazurs

Don and Ellen Luepke

Dan and Laurie McArdle

George and Beth 
McCracken

Clay Meiers

Paul and Kathy  
Michalec

Matt and Chrissie Miller

Bob and Megan Morris

Angie and Dan O’Neill

Noel Owens

Ron Pancake

Trish and Daniel Porter

Sarah Riddell

Lindsey Ruszkowski

Jessica and Mitchel 
Sattison

Ed and Mary Ellen 
Schmitt

Alec Shultz

Brianna Slee

Chris Slee Family

Tony Smith Family

Elijah and Jolene 
Stewart*

Cindy Stovall

Nathan Striker

Rachael Thomas

James Toth

Kirk and Sarah Vashaw

Margy and Greg Werd

Ken and Kathy Wertz

Bob and Patti Winzeler

IN KIND

Clear Lake Marina

Clear Lake Yacht Club

Essentially Clean  
& More

Judy and Bill Greffin

Daniel and Shelli Hall

Chris and Tracy Hughes

Lake Access Magazine

Tim and LuAnn McArdle

Dr. and Mrs. Todd 
Rumsey

Steuben County Soil 
and Water District

Matt and Claire Timmer

Deceased Contributers	  

*Conservancy Sustainers

INVESTMENT AND FINANCIAL REPORT  (January 1 – December 31, 2025, book value)

ASSETS 

VALUE OF NATURE PRESERVES	 $ 	4,694,900
OTHER ASSETS	 $ 	 15,085
UNRESTRICTED ACCOUNTS	 $ 	 392,646
RESTRICTED ACCOUNTS	 $ 	 470,770
FOREVER FUND ENDOWMENT	 $ 	 674,193
SCCF AGENCY FUNDS*	 $ 	 106,125

TOTAL	 $	 6,353,719

* �Does not include two additional funds totaling $409,122 held at Steuben County Community Foundation (SCCF) 
for the benefit of Clear Lake Township Land Conservancy.

REVENUES / EXPENDITURES

UNRESTRICTED GIFTS	 $ 	 238,126
RESTRICTED GIFTS & GRANTS SPENT	 $ 	 129,659
EVENT INCOME	 $ 	 39,424
UNRESTRICTED GRANTS	 $ 	 11,774
OTHER REVENUE	 $ 	 25,383

   TOTAL REVENUE	 $	 444,365
   TOTAL EXPENSES	 $	 380,832

NET REVENUE 	 $	 63,533

GET INVOLVED  I  VOLUNTEER  I  CONTACT  I  DONATE  I  CLEARLAKECONSERVANCY.ORG OR CALL 260.527.1072


