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Our community increasingly agrees on one thing – the natural beauty of the land and water 

here is a shared treasure to be protected.  This growing sense of community is the thing we 

are most grateful for as we look back on 2020.

We’ll give you five good reasons we are grateful and optimistic.

 

1. You invested in the future.  Almost 200 of you responded generously to the Year End 

Appeal, including Giving Tuesday.  68 of the donors were first time donors.  These funds 

ensure that the Conservancy’s mission, operations, and key projects like Settlers Wetland 

will flourish in 2021.  The Sustainability Fund keeps growing.  Thank you on behalf of the 

entire community.  We’re in it together!

 

2. COVID did not slow our mission.  We were able to adapt and adjust how we manage land 

preservation, education, and water quality.  Special kudos to Bridget and Tracy!

 

3. You showed up.  The community rolled up its sleeves for projects ranging from the spring 

“community trash clean-up” to kiosk building at Brennan Woods.  Our volunteer base 

increased.  Our committees expanded.  The Board was active and forward-thinking.  This 

signals confidence in our future.

 

4. Our video captured the community spirit.  Our first-ever video, Protecting What We Love, 

is only 3 ½ minutes and has been viewed more than 700 times so far.  The production 

was all volunteer.  It is a calm reminder every day of the natural beauty we are fortunate 

to share as a community.

 

5. We listened.  Over 50 community families met with us to share memories, hopes, 

dreams, and concerns for the Conservancy’s mission and work.  We called them “Porch 

Chats” but they were actually Zoom or Yard Chats.  These conversations are key to our 

future and will continue.

This issue of Clear Thinking has a new look as we mark the 30th Anniversary of CLTLC in 

2021.  We’ll keep the same focus on land and water quality projects and education.  We’ll 

add more photos, volunteer features and quick updates.  Our website will always have a 

full array of Conservancy resources and information.  You’ll see a more direct link between 

the two resources.  We’d value your feedback.

We love this community and appreciate your support and involvement.  We 

are hopeful that 2021 will allow us to again gather safely as a community to 

celebrate 30 years of Conservancy progress.  Won’t that be a joyous occasion!   

Details to follow.

Karen Horrell, President  &  Bridget Harrison, Executive Director

STRENGTH IN COMMUNITY
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WE PRESERVE, 
PROTECT, 
& MANAGE 
THE NATURAL 
ENVIRONMENT 
WITHIN THE 

WATERSHED 

AND TOWNSHIP 

FOR FUTURE 

GENERATIONS.



PERFECTLY 
PASSIONATE 
POLLINATORS

 Pollination is the transfer of pollen 

grains from the male portion 

(anther) of the flower of a plant to 

the female portion (stigma) enabling 

fertilization and the production 

of seeds.  While some plants are 

self-pollinating, most require some 

form of “movement” by an outside 

source – a pollinator.  These are 

transporters of continuing life in the 

world of plants.

Many of the pollinators are the 

B “guys” - those beauties that 

begin with the second letter of 

the alphabet.  Probably the first 

to come to mind is the good ol’ 

honeybee.  But there are so many 

more that dwell in that BEautiful 

realm.  There are birds and bats, all 

sorts of “bugs,” bees, beetles and  

butterflies.  And we can extend the 

list to some marvelous M’s: moths, 

midges, mammals (small ones) and 

oh my, even mosquitoes.

From information from the 

Pollinators Partnership (www.

pollinator.org),  we learn that 

between 75 and 95% of all 

flowering plants need help with 

pollination.  Pollinators provide this 

wondrous service. To what? To over 

180,000 different plant species 

and 1200 agricultural crops.  Are 

we affected?  Well, one third of 

every single bite of food that we 

eat is there because of the diligent 

work of those busy pollinators.

At least 130 fruit and vegetable 

crops – including some of your 

favorites – would not be present 

without our insect pollinators.  

Without them there would be no 

Apples, Blueberries, or Cherries 

(and that is just at the beginning 

of the alphabet).  In addition there 

would be no – oh my! - no chocolate 

and no coffee!

What helps 

provide that piece 

of chocolate and 

that cup of “joe?”

THE MISSION OF EVERY LIVING BEING, 
INCLUDING PLANTS, IS TO REPRODUCE, 
THEREBY CREATING OFFSPRING FOR THE 
NEXT GENERATION.
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THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT!
Anonymous (9) 

Beth & Dale 
Aeschliman

Matthew Akemann

Judge James W. & 
Evelyn Bachman

David & Melodye 
Barron

Dave Bauerle

Chad & Melissa 
Baughman

The Benevity 
Community  
Impact Fund 
on behalf of  
Deborah & Erik Oiler

Brooke Family

Bruce Benedict

William & Carol 
Berning

Marianne Bradbury

Bill & Jennifer Brady

Nancy Brennan

Andy & Pam Brooks

Brandy & Eric Brown

Dick & Nedine 
Buchhop

Jim & Karen Bushey

Margaret & Ron 
Carlson

Terry & Melodie 
Cornelius

Mike & Sara Craig

Bill & Jo Ellen 
Culbertson

Cass & Janie Cullis

Zach Dean & Shawn 
Graves

Marian Delagrange

Kable Derrow

Karen & Steve 
DeVenney

Dick & Ann Dewert

Erin & Scott Dickes

By & Sue Dickes

Dan & Pam Disser

Char & Rob Ekroth

Sue Elliott

Marty & Janine 
Erlenbaugh

Fankhauser  
Family Fund 
at the Greater 
Toledo Community 
Foundation on 
behalf of Ken 
Fankhauser

Danny & Terry Fansler

Ted & Bonnie 
Ferguson 

Amy Fitzenrider  
& Steve DeMaio

Chip & Abby Franz

Rick & Kris Gartner

Mary Lee & Jerry 
Gecowets

Bill & Chris Geiger

Kevin & Deb Gerbers

Walter & Truley 
Grabowski

C.J. Getz  
& Laura Szynal

Harry & Cheryl Hahr

Jamie Harrison

Bridget Harrison  
& Dave Drogos

Charlie & Mary 
Helldoerfer

Barbara Hendrick  
& Craig Walker

Debra Hench

Ralph & Ruth Herb

Tom & Sheila Hogan

Jim & Jody Horein

Holley Horrell  
& Craig McDonnell

William Horrell

Jack & Karen Horrell

Tracy & Chris Hughes

Bryan & Ashley 
Hunter

Sheila Jellison

Amanda & Matt 
Johnson

Margaret Keck

Cindy & Steve King

Denis & Judith 
Koehlinger

Bill & Carol Koester

Dan & Myra Koop

Alan & Sue  
Korte

Tom & Susan Kramer

Josie Kramer

Warner & Bonnie 
Kugler

Larry & Cindy 
Landmeier

Terry & Cheryl Larson

John & Marcia 
Laukhuf

Randy & Kim 
Lawrence

Heather Lehman

Larry & Ava Lillmars

Jane & Mark Maley

Rick & Dorian Maples

Bob & Beth Martin

Bruce & Jan Matasick

Devon & Trey 
McArdle

Kim & Rich McCarty

George & Beth 
McCracken

Rob & Jane McMaster

Terry & Ann Melton

Paul & Kathy 
Michalec

Matt & Chrissie Miller

Jim Miller

Tim & Ann Miller

Tim & Barb Miller

Blue Heron Ministries

Doug & Jennifer 
Mulvaney

Molly & Jeffery Nagle

Morris Family

Dr. Jim & Cat Nevin

Terry & Koggy 
Newcomb

David & Sally Norton

Joe & Sue O’Neil

Deborah & Erik Oiler

Richard & Ruthann 
Oldsen

Noel Owens

Tom & Jenny Parker

Linda & Eric Partee

Bill & Kim Pepple

Scott & Bronwyn 
Pepple

Chuck Phelps

Chris & Kristin 
Pletcher

John & Karen 
Rademaker

Steve & Annemarie 
Rhinehart

Evan & Susie Rice

Dan & Christine Rippe

Stan & Toni Robinson

Matt Russert

Ben & Amy Russert

Dave & Judy Russert

George & Kathy 
Schenkel

Jim & Karen Schmidt

Debi & Richard 
Shatzer

Kathy & Dent Shields

Joe & Anne Shock

Mike & Jen Short

Anthony Smith

Timothy & Lynn 
Speiser

Alan & Brenda 
Stephens 

Bryon & Inga 
Stephens

Fran Rehm & Bill 
Sterling

Nathan Striker

Claudia Sundberg

Walter & Robin 
Sweeney

Pete & Rita Thompson

Kevin & Mary Tonne

Becky Torres

Denny & Sheryl Vetter

Waden Family

Tom & Wendy Voigt

The Waterfield 
Foundation 
on behalf of Richard 
D., Richard R., 
Randy, and Jill 
Waterfield

Leo & Betty Weber

Nancy & Bob Webster

Lynn Wehrenberg

Dick & Pat Wiehe

John Wilhelm

Harry & Nancy Winch

Ross & Karen Wyse

Marty & Julie 
Zachrich

Jessica Zachrich

Amy Zeller 

Bill & Amy Zeller

Christine & Tim 
Ziegler

MEMORIALS
Rick & Angie 
Behnfeldt 
H: Otis Zellers 

Maddy & Dan 
Coughlin 
H: Gene & Margaret 
Kramer 

Roger & Tracy 
Creager 
H: Ken & Gloria 
Eichler 

Sally Eckrich 
H: Tom & Bill 
Eckrich

Andrew Fitzenrider, 
Mary Jo Fitzenrider
H: John Fitzenrider

Chris & Jill Folland
H: Marian “Nanny” 
Parker

Dr James D. Frey 
H: Judy Frey

Judy Gladieux 
H: Jim Gladieux 

Bill & Marie Hanna 
H: Elizabeth & 
Robert Hanna 

Sheila Jellison 
H: Brian Jellison

Jane Kaiser 
H: Tom Kaiser

Joseph & Evie Kuhn 
H: Bill & Mary Ann 
Kuhn 

Gretchen & Franz 
Leppla 
H: Charles D. Siferd

Fritz & Ellen 
Poffenberger 
H: Paul Federspiel

Nina & Adam Rettig 
H: Stephen Dosick 

Laurie & Ron Sellers  
H: Paul Crawford

Laurie & Ron Sellers 
H: Larry Gilbert 

Phillip & Sarah 
Shirmeyer 
H: Ann Shirmeyer 
Topping

Greg Spangler 
H: Mimi Spangler

Maddy & Dan 
Coughlin,  
Julie Waterfield 
H: Fred Augspurger

Greg & Karen 
Williams 
H: Sue Williams

Amy Jo Young & Scott 
Yuengling 
H: Imogene & Dallas 
Young

Tom & Pam Reith, Tim 
Reith, Chris & Marti 
Slee, 
Sally Eckrich 
H: Dan Valentine

HONORARIUMS
Anonymous 
H: Dick Waterfield

Bonnie Brown & Don 
Crapo 
H: Brandy Brown

Bill & Judy Greffin 
The Greffin Fund 
at The Chicago 
Community 
Foundation 
H: The Pepple Family 

Sarah Harker & Will 
Culbertson 
H: Bill & Jo Ellen 
Culbertson

Brian & Mary Jeffery 
H: Josie Kramer 

Gregg & Shawn 
Richhart 
of Star Homes 
H: Ann Brennan 

H: Gregory Brown

H:  Scott & Sheila 
Brown

H:  Bill & Jo Ellen 
Culbertson

H: Mike Farrell

H: Judith Gladieux

H:  Gregory VanCuren 

H:  David & 
Jacqueline 
Hoellrich

H:  Bruce & Jan 
Matasick

H:  John & Lona 
Pritchard

H:  Julie Monson  
& Gary Thompson

Cindy Stovall 
H: Todd Rumsey

Kristine Sullivan 
H: Karen Horrell

Terrance Woodbury 
H: Shannon Hardin

CONSERVANCY 
SUSTAINERS
Alex & Susan Connett

Jack & Karen 
Horrell

Terry & Koggy 
Newcomb

IN-KIND
The Boathouse 
Boutique 

Michael Kellermeier
of Core Promo

Deborah & Erik Oiler

WATER QUALITY
Joan & Jerry Rippe

LAND ACQUISITION
Rick & Joyce Eckert

COMMUNITY 
EDUCATION
Julie Waterfield

MEMORIAL WOODS 
TRIBUTE PROJECT
Mike & Pat Franz

SCCF - ENDOWMENT 
FUND SUPPORT
Jack & Karen Horrell 

iMANAGE 

Al Fleming Family 
Donor-Advised Fund 
held at the Adams 
County Community 
Foundation

CLEAN STREAM 
PROJECT
Anonymous

KASOTA ISLAND
Anonymous

SUSTAINABILITY 
ENDOWMENT FUND
Anonymous

GRANT FUNDING
Amazon Smile

PayPal Giving Fund

Steuben County 
Disaster Response 
Fund on behalf 
of the Steuben 
County Community 
Foundation and 
United Way

H:  = Honorariums  
& Memorials
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“A PLACE BECOMES A HOME WHEN IT 
SUSTAINS YOU, WHEN IT FEEDS YOU 
IN BODY AS WELL AS SPIRIT.” 

ROBIN WALL KIMMERER
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