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OUR MISSION SEEING DOUBLE

is to preserve, Welcome to the Twenties! And Happy New Year as the Clear Lake Township Land Conservancy enters its 29"

SCIEEIEICRUENEEEE |\ oar of preserving, protecting, and managing the natural environment within the watershed and township
the natural environ-

ment within the
watershed and

for future generations. This issue celebrates our generous donors, a valued partner, and a picture of amazing
progress from 2010 to 2019.

township for future Looking ahead, we are grateful to start the new year with funds in place to tackle our 2020 workplan. Thank

generations. you to the 79 donors, including 16 first-time donors, who contributed $28,200 in unrestricted funds to CLTLC

since our last newsletter, to put this financial foundation in place. We also recognize the 14 donors who con-

2020 Board tributed $62,370 earmarked for specific mission activities, including the Sustainability Fund. The Clear Lake
Karen Horrell community never ceases to amaze us with its generosity and support.
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Development Top left: nature preserves protected in 2010—55 acres. Top right: nature preserves protected to date—99 acres.
Executive The 2019 picture (top right) has almost doubled. One conservation easement and seventeen owned proper-
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Outreach & Education
Water Quality students of all ages each year. And the Knee-high Naturalists program celebrates 15 years in 2020!

ties—protected forever—covering 99 acres. Two energetic and talented staff members (what an impact Brid-
get and Tracy make!). An even stronger WQ testing program. Educational programs reaching almost 1,000

In between, three major conservation projects were completed: Koeneman Lake Dredging and Dam Recon-
struction, Clear Lake Dredging, and the Kasota Island Shoreline Restoration. The Clear Lake Nature Preserve

Trails and Restoration Project also made significant progress. Continued on inside left.
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Continued from front page.

The Conservancy was a hidden gem in 2010. Community outreach became a priority once Bridget was on board. First came a news-
letter (2015) to publicize mission and activities throughout the Township. Next, CLTLC work became recognized by a colorful new logo
(2015), a website (2016) and straight-shooting communications such as ASK BRIDGET (2018) and Blue Papers (2019). Today, CLTLC is a
visible public gem.

A Strategic Plan was developed in 2016 and updated in 2019. You can read it on our website. As 2020 begins, the 13-member volunteer
Board is actively engaged in achieving the mission and the strategic plan. Alone? No! Mission comes to life only with your help and the
support of countless volunteers, donors and community partners. Thank you for an amazing ten years!

And there’s much more to do! In 2020 we will build on the 2010-2019 progress for the future generations we serve. We hope to see
you at our Workdays, in community conversations, on the properties and trails, and at educational events throughout the year. We love

this community and are grateful to share the beauty of nature and water with all of you in 2020 and beyond.

Karen Horrell, President
Bridget Harrison, Executive Director

Partner’s

Spotlight

Many of our accomplishments rely on
successful partnerships. In this Partner's
Spotlight, we highlight the Fremont Mid-
dle School (FMS).

FMS serves about 260 students in grades
5-8, including students from the Town
and Township of Clear Lake. The philoso-
phy of the school emphasizes “critical
thinking and problem solving on a daily
basis” and strives “to build relationships
daily, and let actions speak louder than

words.” www.fcs.k12.in.us

FMS science teacher Sarah Koch and
CLTLC’s Bridget Harrison have built a
strong educational relationship over the
past couple of years that benefits both
FMS science students and the Conserv-
ancy. In 2018 and 2019, Sarah and Brid-
get developed programs for about 80 7™
and 8" graders using key parts of the
FMS philosophy.
Sarah’s

First Bridget joined

classes for two classroom

To get involved or support:

presentations each year on several envi-
ronmental and conservation topics using
Bridget’s professional background and
knowledge.

The students then applied critical think-
ing, problem solving and creativity to
design educational signs for the ecosys-
tems in the Clear Lake Nature Preserve /
Brennan Woods, using knowledge gained
from Bridget’s presentations. In the final
step, the 80 students “let actions speak
louder than words” as they traveled to
Brennan Woods for two days of hands-
on field work. Working with other Con-
cleared

servancy volunteers, they

invasive species, built trails and removed
bags full of trash from the nature pre-
serve. The signs were installed in 2019.

The Conservancy’s mission is to protect,
preserve and manage our natural envi-
ronment for future generations. These
FMS students ARE our future generation
and we are proud to partner with for-
ward-looking educators like teacher
Sarah Koch, principal Greg Mohler and
Supt. Bill Stitt of the Fremont Community
Schools to build a lifelong appreciation
for our natural environment for this

future generation.

(260) 527-1072 « www.clearlakeconservancy.org
111 Gecowets Drive — Clear Lake ® Fremont, IN 46737
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YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT!

Brian Augspurger
Benevity Community Im-
pact Fund on behalf of
Deborah & Erik Oiler
William & Carol Berning
Maggie Brennan

Brandy & Eric Brown
Terry & Rita Brown

Bob Burris

Jim Bushey

Ann DeWert

Josie Kramer

Bruce & Jan Matasick
Robert & Jane McMaster
Tim & Barb Miller

Terry & Melodie Cornelius
Pamela & Daniel Disser
Katherine Dixon

Char & Rob Ekroth
Brenda & Bert Elliott
Jim & Annie Skinner
Mary Jo Fitzenrider
Amy Fitzenrider

Chip Franz

Bill & Judy Greffin through
the Chicago Community
Foundation

Harold & Cheryl Hahr
Bella Hanna

Bridget Harrison & Dave
Drogos

Jamie Harrison

Rita Helmuth

Matthew Henry

Kent & Betsy Herber
Tracy & Chris Hughes
Bryan & Ashley Hunter
Jane Kaiser

Meg Keck

Michael Kellermeier
Cindy & Steve King
Denis & Judy Koehlinger
Bill & Carol Koester

Dan & Myra Koop

Alan & Sue Korte

Alan & Janet LaRue

Heather Lehman Kriz
Bob & Karen Lewis

Bob & Beth Martin

Tim & LUAnn McArdle
Diane McArdle

Doug Mulvaney

Molly & Jeff Nagle

Terry & Koggy Newcomb
Sally & David Norton
Richard & Ruthann Oldsen
Susan O'Neil

Stan & Toni Robinson
Patrick Nagle

Beth Schroeder

Laurie & Ron Sellers
Gregg & Shawn Richhart
Dr. & Mrs. Bryon Stephens
Jodi Vandermyde

John Wilhelm

Harry & Nancy Winch
Marty & Julie Zachrich
Ben Zachrich

Peg Zeis

Honorarium:
Brandy Brown
From Sara Miller

JoEllen & Bill Culbertson
From Linda & Eric
Partee

Josie Kramer
From Tom & Susan
Kramer

Bob & Nancy Webster
From Christina
Wehmeyer

Rhea Wendt
From Paula Drewek

Ron & Julie Burk
Cass & Jane Cullis
Char & Rob Ekroth

Ken Fankhauser
Jerry & Marylee Gecowets
Steven & Karen Gill
Julie Monson & Gary
Thompson
Mike & Melodie Marhenke
Robert & Jane McMaster
Jeff & Molly Nagle
Jim & Karen Schmidt
Jon & Jan Zachrich

From Gregg & Shawn
Richhart of Star Homes

Memorial:
Rebecca Allison
From Barb Hendrick

John Compo
From Susie Compo

Freda Culler

From the Chris Slee
Family & Mike and Carol
Slee

Bobbie Noonan
From Kathy Latz

Charles & Joan Phelps
From Chuck Phelps

Ron Raslansky
From Sally Eckrich

Bob & Sis Souers
From the Souers Family

R.O. & Ellen Spalding
From Joan & Jim
Eckstein

Ann Shirmeyer Topping
From Phillip Shirmeyer

Nancy Wilhelm
From Anonymous

Grant Support:
AmazonSmile

Land Trust Alliance
PayPal Giving Fund

Kasota Island:

Steve, Jen, Hank & Lilly
Landreth

Bob & Nancy Webster

Land Acquisition:
Anonymous (3)

Andy & Pam Brooks
Waterfield Foundation on
behalf of Richard D.
Waterfield

Waterfield Foundation on
behalf of Randy, Richard
R., & Jill Waterfield

Steuben County Commu-
nity Foundation (SCCF)
Operating Endowment
Fund:

Jack & Karen Horrell
Danny & Bill Fund at SCCF

Sustainability Fund:
Anonymous

Jack & Karen Horrell
William O. Horrell

Water Quality:
Jerry & Joan Rippe

Wish List:
Molly & Jeff Nagle
Matt & Claire Timmer

In-kind:

Paul Crawford

Sally Eckrich

Larry & Cindy Landmeier
Todd & Barb Rumsey

*List reflects contributions since our Nov.
issue of Clear Thinking. Contact us if you
see a mistake.

Stay Connected. Email info@clearlakeconservancy.org to sign up for e-news and events.
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Giving Thanks for GivingTuesday

GivingTuesday is a global day of giving that harnesses the collective power of individuals, communities and organizations to encourage giving
and to celebrate generosity worldwide. Every year, on GivingTuesday, millions of people across the globe (almost 60 countries) mobilize to
show up, give back, and change their communities. The goal is to create a massive wave of generosity that lasts well beyond that day and

touches every person on the planet.

We are delighted to share results from the day! With support from 50 individuals, we raised $13,175 to support our day-to-day work! Addi-
tionally, we received $17,000 earmarked for our natural areas preservation efforts. We far surpassed our goal to raise $7,000.

As part of #GivingTuesdayKids, we partnered with Girl Scout Troop #52116 from Fremont Elementary to create unique and heartfelt thank
you notes. The pictures above and below were created by the Kindergarten and 2nd Grade troop members and shared with our supporters.

Many thanks to each and every donor, social sharer/liker, and girl scout for supporting this wonderful celebration of giving! We invite you to
celebrate this global day of giving with us next #GivingTuesday on Tuesday, December 1, 2020.
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native
tree
produces
these
bright,
fragrant
flowers?

Find out on our website! - Trees of Clear Lake Twp. u@


https://clearlakeconservancy.org



